
People in China name each of their calendar years 

after an animal. There are twelve animals on their    

zodiac—one animal per year. So the years are 

named in groups of twelve and are used again and 

again. There is an old Chinese story that tells about 

twelve animals in a race and the order in which the 

animals finished this race is how the years got their 

names. 

 

This year is ………………..   

On the Chinese zodiac it is the Year of the …………….. 

I was born in …………………. which was  

the Year of the ……………………………. 

 

According to Chinese customs, people born during 

that year will have the traits of that animal. 
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2016 

2004 

1992 

2015 

2003 

1991 

2014 

2002 

1990 

People born in this year are popular, 

cheerful and are quick to compliment 

others. They can work very hard. 

2013 

2001 

1989 

People born in this year love good 

books, food and music. They will have 

good luck with money. 

2012 

2000 

1988 

Dragon people are healthy and have 

lots of energy. They listen carefully to 

others and are good friends. 

2011 

1999 

1987 

People born in this year are nice to be 

around. They like to talk and many 

people trust them. 
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CHINESE ZODIAC FACT CARDS 

Monkey people always make others 

laugh and are very good               

problem-solvers. 

If you were born in this year you are a 

very good artist, you ask lots of         

questions and are very wise. 



2018 

2006 

1994 

2010 

1998 

1986 

Tiger people are brave. They are     

respected for their deep thoughts 

and courageous actions. 

2009 

1997 

1985 

People born in this year are calm and  

dependable. They are good listeners 

and have very strong ideas.  

2008 

1996 

1984 

People born in this year are very    

popular. They like to invent things and 

are good artists. 

2019 

2007 

1995 

People born in this year are very good 

students. They are honest and brave. 

They always finish what they start. 

2017 

2005 

1993 

People born in this year are hard 

workers. They have many talents and 

think deep thoughts. 
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CHINESE ZODIAC FACT CARDS 

Dog people are loyal and can always   

keep a secret. Sometimes Dog     

people worry too much. 



Cut out the Chinese Zodiac Fact Cards and use them to answer these questions. 

1. This year is  _______________   .         It is the Year of the ______________________. 

2. How many animals are there in the Chinese  Zodiac?   ____________________ 

3. When was the last Year of the     Dragon?   _________        Rooster?   _________                            

                     Rat?   ___________          Tiger ?   ___________           Horse ? ___________ 

4.     Which animal comes after  the  Dog ?______________ the Tiger? _____________    

5.      Which animal comes before the Horse ?   ______________the Ox ?  __________ 

6.      Which animal was the year  1998? _______________1990 ?    ________________ 

7.      What will be the next Year of   the Ox?  ____________     the Monkey ?  _______ 

8.      Which animal has the characteristics of a good student?    _________________ 

           worries too much? ____________    has good luck with money?  ____________ 

9.      If someone was a good problem-solver when could they have been born? 

               1980           1981      or     1982          _______________________ 

10.   Put the animals in chronological order beginning with  The Rat. 

         ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

        ________________________________________________________________________ 

11.   Put the animals in alphabetical order. 

       _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

        _________________________________________________________________________ 

12.    Put the animals in order from the lightest to the heaviest.    

        ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

      ____________________________________________________________________________                         

13. Which is the only imaginary animal on the zodiac?    _________________________ 

14.  **BONUS - Write a ’What am I?’ riddle about one of the animals.  

Remember  that each line of your riddle eliminates some of the animals until the last line leaves only one  

answer. Use the years, personality traits and physical features of the animals in your riddle.        
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Cut out the Chinese Zodiac Fact Cards and use them to answer these questions. 

1.      This year is  2016  or Teacher Check  It is the Year of the  MONKEY or Teacher Check   

2.      How many animals are there in the Chinese  Zodiac?   12 

3.      When was the last Year of the     Dragon   2012           Rooster    2005                              

                     Rat    2008              Tiger    2010                 Horse   2014   

4.     Which animal comes after      the  Dog    the Pig       the Tiger    the Rabbit 

5.      Which animal comes before       the Horse    the Snake    the Ox   the Rat 

6.      Which animal was the year       1998    the Tiger       1990     the Horse 

7.      What will be the next Year of         the Ox      2021       the Monkey    2028 

8.      Which animal has the characteristics of a good student?    The Pig 

              worry too much    The Dog          have good luck with money  The  Snake   

9.      If someone was a good problem-solver when could they have been born? 

               1980           1981      or     1982          1980  The Monkey 

10.  Put the animals in chronological order beginning with  The Rat. 

        Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Goat, Monkey, Rooster, Dog, Pig 

 

11 .   Put the animals in alphabetical order. 

       Dog, Dragon, Goat, Horse, Monkey, Ox, Pig, Rabbit, Rat, Rooster, Snake, Tiger 

12.     Put the animals in order from the lightest to the heaviest.     

                             Teacher check  

13.   Which is the only imaginary animal on the zodiac?      The Dragon 

 

14.    **BONUS-  Write a ’What am I’ riddle about one of the animals.  

Remember  that each line of your riddle eliminates some of the animals until the last line leaves only   

one answer. Use the years, personality traits and physical features of the animals in your riddle.        
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Lanterns celebrations Spring lucky 

beginning dragons family red 

 

Chinese New Year is also called the 

……………………. Festival because it occurs in 

the …………………………of the season in China. 

This is the time for all the ………………………….. 

members to get together and to join in the 

…………………………….. 

Chinese people like to wear something new and 

the colour ………….. for good luck to begin their 

new year. Children receive ………………….. red  

evelopes containing money from families and 

friends. On the 15th day of the New Year, the 

Festival of  the ………………….. celebrates the 

first full moon. Long dancing ……………………….  

also appear during this time. 

Fill in the missing words from this box. 
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DRAGONS 

LANTERNS 

LUCKY 

RED 

CELEBRATIONS 

FAMILY 

BEGINNING 

SPRING 

Lanterns celebrations Spring lucky 

beginning dragons family red 

 

Chinese New Year is also called the 

……………………. Festival because it occurs in 

the …………………………of the season in China. 

This is the time for all the ………………………….. 

members to get together and to join in the 

…………………………….. 

Chinese people like to wear something new and 

the colour ………….. for good luck to begin their 

new year. Children receive ………………….. red  

envelopes containing money from families and 

friends. On the 15th day of the New Year, the 

Festival of  the ………………….. celebrates the 

first full moon. Long dancing ……………………….  

also appear during this time. 

Fill in the missing words from this box. 
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